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life when I was not in favor of peace on any terms that 
were honorable. It has been my misfortune to be engaged 
in more battles than any other general on the other side of 
the Atlantic ; but there was never a time during my com- 
mand when I would not have gladly chosen some settle- 
ment by reason rather than by the sword. I am con- 
scientiously, and have been from the beginning, an advo- 
cate of what the society represented by you, gentlemen, 
is seeking to carry out ; and nothing would afford me 
greater happiness than to know, as I believe will be the 
case, that at some future day the nations of the earth will 
agree upon some sort of a congress which shall take cogni- 
zance of international questions of difficulty, and whose 
decisions will be as binding as the decision of our Supreme 
Court is held binding on us. It is a dream of mine that 
some such solution may be found for all questions of diffi- 
culty that may arise between different nations. I would 
gladly see the millions of men who are now supported by 
the industry of the nations return to industrial pursuits, 
and thus become self-sustaining, and take off the tax 
upon labor which is now levied for their support." 

Is it possible that he who said all this ; that he who 
originated the Indian " Peace Policy " by which Indian 
wars have become a thing of the past ; that he who re- 
fused the Duke of Cambridge's request to review the 
troops of the Queen, because he "did not wish to see any 
more soldiers" ; is it possible that Ulysses S. Grant, if he 
had been in New York on the 27th ult., would have been 
pleased to have the dedication of the great Monument to his 
memory made the occasion of a display in which the mili- 
tary features practically eclipsed everything else? It seems 
to us that the bringing together on that occasion of nearly 
forty thousand soldiers, militiamen and cadets was not 
only out of harmony with General Grant's real character, 
but also entirely in opposition to the high purposes which 
such a monument ought to be made to serve in our time 
and our American civilization. It is unfortunate, even 
humiliating, that the public authorities or private organi- 
zations having such things in charge seem incapable of 
getting up a suitable ceremony without bringing in all the 
"fuss and feathers " of a great military parade, a thing 
grand enough in itself, but repulsive to right-minded peo- 
ple, as it was to General Grant, when the ghastly system, 
in whose support such parades are kept up, is held in mind. 
We have been told that the authorities of Philadelphia, at 
the time of the placing of the great statue of William Penn 
on the City Hall, discussed the matter of getting up a 
demonstration in memory of the founder of the State, but 
abandoned it because it could not be done without a military 
parade, which of course would never do in the case of the 
great Quaker. Is it still true that there is nothing held 
to be highly honorable and worthy except war and war 
trappings, — even in America? Many a boy who stood on 
the sidewalks of New York and saw the military pro- 



cession go by will have gone to his home with the im- 
pression that Grant was nothing but a military hero, and 
with his head filled with the silly, un-American, mis- 
chievous notion that to be a military hero is the greatest 
thing in the world. 

General Grant ought to have had a monument, dedi- 
cated with proper ceremonies to his worthy and exalted 
memory, but the occasion ought not to have been made 
one for, even indirectly, glorifying militarism and inspiring 
love for war and its " pomp and circumstance " in the 
breasts of American boys, whom God has appointed to 
grow up and live for the noble ends of peace. 



THE GRAECO-TURKISH CONFLICT. 

Who was the cause of the deplorable conflict between 
Greece and Turkey, which has already cost thousands of 
lives and millions of money ? Greece? Yes. The Powers? 
Yes. Turkey? YES. The whole of Europe, with the 
exception of a few of the small nations, has been guilty of 
the sins and crimes, the follies and falsehoods, the selfish- 
ness and greed, which have brought on the present bitter 
and ruinous conflict. In such a complicated mass of in- 
iquity, of which the great armaments of Europe are the 
visible expression, it is impossible to estimate in any 
exact way the guilt of those who have been one way and 
another participants in the long line of criminal events 
which have at last brought the Greeks and Turks into 
deadly hostilities, and must, if continued, sooner or later 
bring other powers into open rupture. 

Those are right who assert that Greece has foolishly 
and recklessly, almost insanely, brought upon herself 
what she ought to have known would be inevitable defeat 
and disaster, and possibly ruin. Those who appeal even 
their just cause to the sword ought not to be surprised if 
the sword persists in deciding, as it always has decided, 
not according to the law of right, but according to the 
law of might. Nor ought they to be surprised, if those 
who live under the law of the sword do not come to their 
support. 

Those are no less right who declare that the Powers 
are responsible for the conflict. These so-called Powers 
have looked on with diabolical indifference and seen the 
Armenians butchered by the thousands, and the Cretan 
Christians pillaged and massacred decade after decade. 
Having undertaken to make Turkey institute certain re- 
forms, they have stood impotently by and let her deliber- 
ately violate her pledges and laugh in the faces of their 
High Mightinesses. They told her to run the border be- 
tween herself and Greece along a certain line, and when 
his Sultanity proceeded to make another line to suit his 
pleasure they smiled and said, " That's right; that's just 
as we would have it." They carried out their pompously 
made threat of blockade just enough to drive Crete and 
Greece into fury and to encourage Turkey to believe that 
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she might do as she pleased without interference. They 
teased and tormented Greece, as a cat does a mouse, 
because she is little, but Turkey they did not dare to 
molest because they knew their own iniquitous souls well 
enough to see clearly that the moment they began to 
touch Turkey they would be at each other's throats. 
Tue boasted " Concert of Europe " has proved itself- to 
be a pitiable and contemptible sham, existing merely as 
a means by which each nation in its selfishness may 
checkmate and outwit the others, and not because it cares 
much if anything for the real good of European society. 
There ought to be a Concert of Europe, and will be some 
day, which will do something for the prosperity and peace 
of the Old World, but it will be of a very different stripe 
from that which for the past two years has been just 
coherent enough to allow, or rather to stimulate, iniquity 
to do as it pleases. 

We need not take up space to more than say that Tur- 
key, by a long series of impious deeds, has been, in her 
full measure, the ultimate cause of the existing hostilities, 
and we sincerely hope and pray that the present distress- 
ing events may be so overruled by the hand of God as 
either to destroy her power and break up her " integrity," 
or, if possible, to change her spirit and start her towards 
becoming a new nation in character. That is what every 
friend of peace would pray to see. 

Events have moved with great rapidity on the Thes- 
salian frontier since the Greek irregulars crossed the 
border on April 9th and attacked some of the Turkish 
outposts. The whole Greek nation, enraged beyond re- 
straint at the action of the powers in blockading Crete 
and threatening the blockade of the Piraeus, had been 
carried away into a frenzied enthusiasm for war. The 
Greek armies had been rapidly mobilized and sent to the 
frontier. The action of the irregulars, continued for two 
or three days, finally brought the opposing forces into 
open hostilities which soon extended along the whole 
frontier from Milouna pass on the northeast to the Gulf 
of Arta on the southwest. The whole world knows the 
result. Diplomatic relations between the two countries 
were broken off, and a state of war as existing declared 
by Turkey. After fierce and stubborn fighting on both 
sides, the Turks drove the Greeks from Milouna pass. 
Then came the encounter north of Larrissa at Mati, the 
defeat of the Greeks, their retreat from Larrissa, their 
headquarters, and their present efforts to make a new 
stand at Pharsalos. Along the border in Epirus on the 
west, hostilities have also raged with the advantage 
mostly with the Greeks until within a day or two, when 
they have grown discouraged and somewhat disorganized. 
The Greek fleet, which the unseaworthy Turkish vessels 
have not ventured forth to meet, has had its own way, 
almost, in bombarding and destroying Turkish towns and 
villages on the coast. It has threatened to bombard 



Salonica, the Turkish headquarters at the head of the bay 
of the same name, but has not yet done so. 

The defeat and disorganization of the Greek forces has 
produced a depressing and maddening effect on the peo- 
ple, especially at Athens. The disorder in the city was 
great for two or three days, " some crying one thing and 
some another." Mobs paraded the streets and stoned 
the palace, breaking in the windows. At one time both 
the King's throne and his life seemed in imminent danger. 
The leaders of the army were declared to have ordered 
the retreat from Larrissa without cause. The ministry 
was charged with having needlessly brought on the war, 
and betrayed the people, though it is well known that the 
clamors of the people had practically forced the king and 
his advisers forward. 

On the 29th ult., Mr. Delyannis and his cabinet were 
forced to resign, and the opposition were asked to form a 
government, which they proceeded to do with Mr. Ralli, 
the leader of the opposition and the chief critic of the 
course pursued in Thessaly, at its head. 

At this writing the two armies in Thessaly are in close 
contact at Pharsalos and a battle, which it is supposed 
will be decisive, is expected at any moment. There is 
talk of immediate intervention by the powers to bring 
about peace. It is said that Turkey is ready to cease 
fighting, on condition that the status existing before the 
outbreak of hostilities be restored, that Greece in- 
demnify her for the expense of mobilizing her army, and 
that Crete be given an autonomous government as pre- 
viously proposed by the Powers. But there is nothing 
definite. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 



The Annual Business Meeting of the American Peace 
Society, for the election of officers, the receiving of the 
reports of the Board of Directors and of the Treasurer, 
etc., will be held in Pilgrim Hall, Congregational House, 
1 Somerset Street, Boston, Wednesday, May 12, at 2.30 
p. m. It is hoped that all members of the Society who 
are within reach of Boston will make a special effort to 
be present. 

• We begin in this issue the publication of a new trans- 
lation of Kant's " Eternal Peace." Several translations 
of the essay have been made in England, but we know of 
no American translation. The essay was written something 
over a hundred years ago, and is an application of the 
principles of the great thinker's political philosophy to 
the problem of international peace now so prominently 
before the civilized world. The discussion in Kant's 
little treatise goes to the very root of the subject, and 
though it is sometimes obstruse and academic, it will 
well repay the careful study of those who are interested 
in knowing the history of thought on this great subject. 



